THE    TIT-A-HI    BILL. 


SPEECHES 


HON.  THOS.  FITCH,  OF  NEVADA, 

HON.  A.  A.  SARGENT,  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Delivered  in  the  House  of  lieprese/ilatives  Feb.  23,  1870. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  K.  No.  1081')  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories  in  aid  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah,  and  for  other  purposes. 


Mr.  FITCH  said: 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  provisions  of  this 
hill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  rigidly  enforced,  would  put 
an  end  to  polygamy  in  Utah  is  intrinsi- 
cally probable.  That  the  destruction  of 
polygamy  is  a  wise  and  laudable  purpose 
may  be  readily  conceded  ;  and  if  such 
destruction  were  all  that  is  involved  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  advocate  this  mea- 
sure instead  of  opposing  it ;  but  knowing 
something  of  the  Mormon  country,  and 
something  more  of  the  peculiar  character 
and  motives  of  the  people  inhabiting  that 
country,  I  am  impelled  to  the  conviction 
that  this  bill,  if  enforced  as  law,  would 
provoke  consequences  most  prolific  of 
misfortune  and  entail  results  altogether 
unapprehended. 

Among  these  results  may  be  included, 
first,  the  temporary  obstruction,  if  not 
the  complete  destruction,  of  the  great 
overland  railroad.  Next,  Utah  would  be 
returned  to  the  desolateness  which  once 
reigned  sugreme  upon  her  Boil.  Again, 
the  growing  industries  of  a,  vast  country 
would  be  checked,  and  the  development 
of  the  Pacific  coast  seriously  retarded. 
Beyond  all  this,  thousands  of  brave  men 
Avould  be  slain,  and  millions  of  treasure 
expended.  Notwithstanding  the  opinions 
of  the  gentlemen  who  appeared  belore  the 
Territorial  Committee,  I  fear  that  the 
people  of  Utah  would  regard  the  passage 
of  this  bill  as  n  declaration  of  war,  and 
would  prepare  with  all  the  fury  and  earn- 
estness and  zeal  of  fanatics  to  enter  upon 
a  contest  most  bitter,  protracted,  and 
bloody.  The  result  of  such  a  contest  no 
man  can  doubt.  One  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  people,  however  self-sustaining, 
however  isolated,  however  favored  by 
position  and  circumstances,  could  not 
maintain   themselves   against  tho   power 


of  this  Government.  The  Mormons 
would  be  exterminated  or  driven  out  of 
Utah.  But,  while  polygamy  thus  de- 
stroyed, adultery  thus  delocalized,  con- 
cubinage thus  scattered,  with  virtue  and 
desolation  reigning  supreme  in  a  waste 
where  only  the  jargon  of  the  savage  dis- 
turbed the  stillness,  the  rebuking  verdict 
of  a  tax-burdened  people  would  be  that 
the  result  accomplished  was  not  worth  tho 
sacrifice  involved. 

1  agree  with  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories,  that  we 
ought  not  to  shrink  from  the  expense  of 
a  just  and  necessary  war,  waged  for  an 
adequate  cause.  But  I  ask  gentlemen 
now  the  question,  with  which  the  coun- 
try will  vex  them  when  through  the  ope- 
rations of  this  bill  a  Mormon  war  shall 
have  been  precipitated  upon  us:  what  is 
there  in  such  a  contest  appealing  to  either 
the  judgment,  the  conscience,  or  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  people  ?  Does  it  not  lack 
all  the  elements  which  inspire  men  to  go 
forth  to  battle?'  I  am  not  unmindful  of 
the  deep  disgrace  to  the  nation  that  the 
barbarous  social  practices  of  the  Asiatic 
should  be  unblushingly  pursued  among  a 
Saxon  people  in  this  noon  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  I  condemn  this  folly  of 
the  Mormon  creed.  I  am  filled  with 
amazement  and  pity  at  the  voluntary  de- 
gradation of  the  Moimon  women.  I 
compassionate  while  I  abhor  that  spirit, 
be  it  a  spirit  of  sensuality  or  of  sacrifice, 
which  ignores  and  repudiates  that  holiest 
impulse  of  our  nature,  that  sweetest  gift 
of  God,  that  sacred  passion  which  no  man 
can  feel  at  once  for  two  women,  which 
no  woman  can  entertain  for  him  she  does 
not  believe  to  be  exclusively  her  own. 

But  the  question  we  consider  is  a  prac- 
tical and  not   a  sentimental  one,  and  we 


must  deal  with  facts  as  they  exist.  This 
polygamic  community  has  been  nursed 
into  strength  by  the  tolerance  of  this 
Government.  We  have  given  them  title 
to  their  lands  ;  we  have  recognized  them 
in  various  ways  ;  we  have  permitted 
them  without  interference  or  warning  to 
collect  adherents  and  gain  recruits  from 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Their  numbers  have 
swelled  beyond  our  apprehensions.  His- 
tory nowhere  makes  mention  of  a  colony 
of  equal  age  more  industrious,  more  uni- 
ted, more  powerful,  or  more  self-sustain- 
ing. They  have  towns  containing  thou- 
sands of  people,  with  newspapers  and 
telegraph  lines,  factories  and  foundries 
hundreds  of  miles  south  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  are  industrious,  thrifty,  temperate  ; 
they  are  free  from  every  vice  compara- 
tively, except  polygamy,  and  that,  accord- 
ing to  their  creed,  is  no  vice,  but  a  reli- 
gious duty. 

They  believe  in  their  faith  as  deeply  as 
the  Mohammedan  believes  in  his  Koran 
or  the  Christian  in  the  crucifixion  of  his 
Redeemer.  Assail  that  faith  with  armies 
and  you  will  consolidate  an  L  strengthen 
and  infuse  them  with  more  ardent  zeal. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Cul- 
lum]  believes  that  they  will  make  no 
resistance.  Sir,  have  they  faced  the  storm 
and  the  savage,  the  desert  and  disease,  to 
be  turned  from  their  tenets  or  uriven 
from  their  convictions  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress ?  Would  any  sentiment  less  earnest 
than  passionate,  zealous,  fanatical  belief 
have  induced  a  people  to  go  to  such  a  dis- 
tance from  the  centers  of  civilization  ;  to 
accept  such  contumely  and  undergo  such 
sacrifices  and  such  toil  ?  Gentlemen  are 
in  error  if  they  suppose  that  no  other  pur- 
pose- than  unbridled  indulgence  in  gross 
animal  sensualism  carried  the  Mormons 
to  a  life  of  privation  and  labor  in  Utah. 
If  such  alone  had  been  their  purpose  per- 
haps tney  might  have  achieved  it  with 
less  cost,  less  eifort,  and  less  unpleasant 
notoriety,  without  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  The  tree  of  degraded  sensu- 
ality roes  not  b  ar  the  fruits  of  thrift  and 
industry  and  temperance. 

I  do  not  intend  to  apologize  for  the 
unlawful  acts  of  that  people,  but  J.  desire 
that  the  House  shall  understand  exactly 
what  we  will  undertake  if  we  pass  this 
bill.  If  it  is  attempted  to  enforce  its  pro- 
visions there  will  be  war.  If  it  is  enacted 
as  law  there  will  be  extensive  prepara- 
tions for  war.  I  know  tnat  such  is  not 
the  opinion  of  the  witnesses  upon  whose 
testimony  the  committee  have  predicated 
their  action.  But  I  appeal  to  the  judg- 
ment of  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to  that  history 
which  some  one  has  well  said  is  "  philoso- 
phy teaching  by  example/'  if  it  is  not 


probable  that  a  people  who  believe  in 
their  religion  as  devoutly  as  do  the  Mor- 
mons will  fight,  and  if  neeJ  be  die  in  the 
elf  rt  to  preserve  it  from  annihilation  ; 
and  so  determined,  shall  we  expect  them 
to  await  our  action  or  hope  that  they  will 
postpone  hostilities  until  the  first  company 
of  the  forty  thousand  troops  provided  for 
in  this  bill  can  reach  even  flu  borders  of 
Utah  ?  Sir,  they  are  a  practical  people. 
Independently  of  their  peculiar  religious 
views  they  are  perhaps  the  most  practical 
people  on  earth.  They  have  made  social 
science  a  study  ;  their  industries  are  co- 
operative;  thi'ir  self-abnegation  an!  vol- 
untary submission  to  discipline  are  unpar- 
alleled ;  their  organization  and  aptitude 
for  toil  are  only  equaled  by  the  honey- 
makers,  whose  dwelling-place  and  whose 
habits  furnish  the  symbol  and  motto  for 
their  territorial  coat  of  arms — a  bee- 
hive, with  the  legend,  ?'  By  industry  we 
thrive." 

As  I  stated  before,  they  would  regard 
the  passage  of  this  bill  as  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  panoplied  by  a  purpose  onl-.  less 
dear  to  them  than  life  itself,  they  will 
hasten  to  fortify  and  provision  and  arm 
themselves.  They  will  pi  omptly  proceed 
to  cut  oft"  all  means  of  communication  with 
the  outside  world.  With  their  facilities 
for  organization  they  could  destroy  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  the  great  overland  rail- 
road in  a  week.  They  could  maintain  a 
contest  for  months,  perhaps  for  years. 
Of  course  we  could  finally  conquer  them, 
bee  iuse  we  could  exterminate  them.  But 
it  would  cost  m  millions  upon  millions  of 
treasure  ;  it  would  c  ^st  us  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  lives ;  it  would  cost  us  the 
interruption  of  that  travel  which  is  per- 
man  ntly  growing  in  importance,  and 
which  promises,  if  undisturbed,  to  fulfill 
the  cream  of  Columbus  and  make  Amer- 
ica a  new  highway  to  the  Indies. 

Sir,  the  suppression  of  polygamy  would 
be  purchased  at  too  great  a  cost.  I  ap- 
preciate the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Cullom]  that  ihe 
honor  of  the  nation  should  be  preserved 
at  whatever  risk,  and  the  majesty  of  its 
laws  vindicated  at  whatever  cost.  These 
a;  e  heroic  sentiments,  and  claim  a  share 
of  our  reverence  whenever  we  may  deem 
that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  in  jeopardy. 
But  I  conceive  that  the  moral  exigencies 
of  Utah  call  for  no  suJi  squandering  of 
blood  and  treasure  as  seems  to  be  involved 
in  the  conditions  of  this  bill.  Polygamy, 
while  it  is  bad  enough,  offers  no  challenge 
exc;pt  to  the  educated  sentiments  of  a 
people.  It  makes  no  interference  with 
the  controlling  power,  nor  asks  the  nation 
to  be  responsible  lor  its  existence,  its  ad- 
vancement, or  its  destiny.     It  assails  no 


human  right ;  it  assaults  no  human  privi- 
lege. 

If  the  question  of  national  unity  or  hu- 
man freedom  were  involved  I  would  stand 
here,  as  did  the  liepi  esentative?  of  the 
p  onle  in  the  Thirly-S  venth  and  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congresses,  and  vote  money  in 
countless  millions  and  men  in  numberless 
hordes.  But  this  is  a  question  of  no  con- 
siderable importance  at  last,  though  we 
have  sometimes  sought  to  muke  it  appear 
so.  It  represents  a  religious  megrim 
which  has  assumed  an  obnoxious  for.)), 
but  which  contains  the  elements  of  its 
own  destruction,  which  interferes  at  last 
with  the  tastes  and  prejudices  rather  than 
the  interests  of  mankind,  and  which  does 
not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  political  ques- 
tion. It  is  simply  the  case  of  a  handml 
of  men  and  women  who  choose  to  govern 
themselves  in  their  own  way,  and  who, 
with  one  odious  exception  more  grievous 
to  themselves  than  to  us,  seem  to  have 
made  of  their  method  an  undoubted  suc- 
cess. We  might  muke  diligent  search  to 
find  a  community  more  peaceful,  indus- 
trious, or  thrifty,  than  these  Mormons. 
We  might  look  in  vain  elsewhere  than  in 
Utah  for  cities  without  a  brothel  or  gam- 
ing-house. 

Polygamy  and  slavery  have  somtimes 
been  called  "twin  relics  of  barbarism/' 
That  was  a  taking  purase  in  the  Chicago 
platlorm  of  18-50.  It  had  a  resonant  chime; 
it  made  a  good  rallying  cry.  But  while 
polygamy  and  slavery  may  have  been 
twin  relics  of  baros>rism  in  the  sense  that 
they  were  of  equal  antiquity,  and  were 
both  capable  of  being  sustained  by  scrip- 
tural authority,  they  wore  not  equal  in 
present  importance  or  in  possible  conse- 
quences. (Slavery  rested  upon  compulsion 
and  drew  its  vitalizing  foice  from  oppres- 
sion ;  polygamy  depends  upon  persuasion 
and  leans  upon  its  own  distorted  interpre- 
tation of  the  divine  philosophy.  Slavery 
was  incorporaetd  into  the  civil,  political, 
and  social  framework  of  fifteen  Slates  ; 
polygamy  is  a  pariah  which  has  lied  to 
the  deserl  for  a  home.  Slavery  was  the 
basis  of  a  vast  industrial  system  ;  polyg- 
amy is  an  excrescence  upon  a  promising 
industrial  experiment.  Slavery  preven- 
ted a  free  press  and  prohibited  free  speech; 
polygamy  is  unable  to  prevent  the  publi- 
cation of  an  anti-Mormon  paper  in  S  It 
Lake  City,  and  anti-polygamy  meetings 
are  held  within  sight  of  the  residence  of 
Brigham  Young.  Slavery,  grown  arro- 
gant by  tolerance,  assailed  the  nation  and 
defied  its  laws  ;  polygamy,  feeble  and  sub- 
ject, obeys  every  statute  except  that  which 
threatens  its  existence,  and  seeks  obscu- 
rity beyond  the  reach  of  civilization. 

All  laws  of  the   United   States  and  of 


Utah  arc  obeyed  in  Utah  except  the  anti- 
polygamy  act.  The  very  witness  upon 
who  e  testimony  the  committeo  have 
framed  this  bill  averred  that  in  all  crim- 
inal or  civil  actions  where  polygamy  was 
not  involved  he  never  met  a  fairer  people  ; 
that  in  suits  between  Mormons  and  Gen- 
tiles Mormon  juries  do  impartial  justice. 

Tfce  truth  is  that  our  syst  m  of  govern- 
ment is  unfit  to  deal  with  a  problem  such 
as  the  Mormon  question  presents.  Our 
Government  rests  upon  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence of  tlie  people.  Our  Govern- 
ment is  conducted  in  public.  Ours  is  a 
government  of  opinion  framed  into  laws  ; 
and  laws  unsustain.d  by  opinion  are  apt 
to  remain  unenforced.  Every  county  of 
every  State  and  Territory  is  in  some  ex- 
tent self-governed  and  independent.  If 
the  people  of  any  county  tacitly  agree 
that  a  particular  crime  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered a  crime  if  committed  within  that 
county,  what  is  to  be  done  about  it  ?  If 
grand  juries  persistently  refuse  to  nnd 
indictments,  or  petit  juries  regularly  re- 
turn verdicts  of  "not  guilty"  for  that 
particu  ar  crime,  there  is  no  way  to  rea.h 
the  matter  or  punish  the  offenders  through 
the  ordinary  processes  and  means  per- 
mitted under  a  republican  form  of  gov*- 
ernment.  There  is  no  power  vested  in 
executive  or  juoge  to  take  offenders  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  State  fur  trial. 
Cases  of  this  character  can  be  reached 
only  by  finding  such  evidence  of  an  armed 
and  general  conspiracy  to  resist  the  laws 
as  to  authorize  the  suspension  of  civil  au- 
thority within  the  infected  di.trict  and 
the  interposition  of  military  rule.  The 
remedy  is  expensive,  and  its  frequent  use 
most  dangerous  to  republican  government, 
it  s  .ould  never  ne  resorted  to  except  in 
extreme  and  desperate  cases.  1  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  present  is  such  a  one. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  shall  we  do  noth- 
ing? Shall  we  allow  this  defiance  of  tin- 
authority  of  the  United  States  to  continue'.' 
Shall  we  permit  Brigham  Young  and  his 
followers  to  pursue  the  practice  of  polyg- 
amy without  any  earnest  effort  to  suppress 
it  ?  I  answer,  sir,  that  1  believe  polyg- 
amy has  run  its  course.  I*  oelievo  that 
fcha  railroad  which  deprived  tuc  Mormons 
of  their  isolation  has  struck  it  a  mortal 
blow.  Every  locomotive  oell  resounding 
through  the  gorges  of  the  Wahsatch  moun- 
tains is  sounding  its  death-knell.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  persuasive  power  of  progress 
and  Iho  logical  force  of  attrition.  1  be- 
lieve that  for  want  of  tin  invigorating 
element  of  truth  the  inst.tution  will  fad 
to  decay.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  prac- 
tice which  is  at  war  with  the  interests  of 
society,  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  opposed  to  the  instincts  of  human  ua- 


ture,  can,  even  when  sustained  by  relig- 
ious convictions,  maintain  itself  against 
the  silent,  insidious,  persistent,  resist- 
less, assaults  of  the  social  forces  arrayed 
against  it. 

Already,  since  the  railroad  was  com- 
pleted, a  schism  has  grown  up  in  the  Mor- 
mon church  which  its  president  seems 
powerless  to  heal  or  subdue.  They  have 
given  the  women  the  ballot ;  and  howso- 
ever the  Mormon  wife  may  vote  now  ; 
howsoever  she  may  vote  to  maintain  her 
social  status  or  minister  to  her  physical 
wanti  ;  howsoever  religious  convictions 
may  impel  her,  or  iron  circumstances  re- 
strain her  ;  howsoever  ignorant  or  poor 
she  may  be,  sooner  or  later  the  assaulted, 
imprisoned,  outraged  instincts  of  human 
nature  will  arise  and  vindicate  themselves. 
The  house  will  be  overturned  upon  the 
heads  of  the  captors.  Possibly,  indeed, 
they  who  but  now  have  given  the  ballot 
to  the  women  of  Utah  have  led  a  blind 
Samson  to  the  pillars  of  their  temple. 

Utah  is  no  longer  isolated.  In  that 
fact  alone  the  days  of  polygamy  are  num- 
bered, to  long  as  an  iceberg  remains 
locked  in  polar  fields  it  dares  the  assaults 
of  the  elements  ;  but  when  the  salt  sum- 
mer waves  come  stealing  up  from  tho  south 
they  detach  it  from  its  surroundings,  they 
float  it  away,  they  eat  out  a  piece  here, 
and  crumble  away  a  fragment  there,  until 
some  day  its  foundations  are  gone  and  it 
tumbles  with  a  crash  into  the  ocean  ;  and 
the  process  is  repeated  until  there  is 
nothing  left  to  mark  its  existence  save  a 
chill  in  the  water,  which  the  Gulf  stream 
speedily  eradicates.  Sir,  this  social  ice- 
berg has  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  great 
American  desert,  swelling  its  frost-bound 
proportions,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century ; 
but  the  railroad  has  unmoored  it  from  its 
fastenings,  and  it  floats  without  rudder  or 
pilot  in  the  surrounding  ocean  of  civiliza- 
tion. A  wave  washes  down  from  the 
railroad  and  makes  a  schism  in  the  church. 
Adventurous  miners  find  precious  metals 
in  the  vicinage,  and  another  wave  rolls 
in  from  the  East  or  West  and  makes  a 
chasm  in  the  family  circle.  Thus  the  ele- 
ments of  destruction  are  busy  about  it. 
Some  day,  not  far  off,  death  will  claim 
the.  great  organizing  executive  brain 
which  holds  it  together,  palsying  the 
mighty  will  and  hushing  the  potent  voice 
that  led  willing  men  and  women  through 
trackless  and  untrodden  ways.  Neither 
do  I  believe  that  the  majestic  march  of 
events  shall  be  long  stayed  or  obstructed 
even  perhaps  till  that  fate  which  awaits 
us  all  shall  have  executed  its  plans.  I 
predict  that  the  sagacious  mind  of  that 
great  Mormon  leader,  Brigham  Young, 
grasping  the  prophesies  which  start  from 


every  foot-print  of  progress  across  the 
land  he  has  redemed  from  sullen  void, 
will  strangle  polygamy  by  a  revelation. 

But  whether  this  prediction  shall  bo 
verified  or  not  polygamy  is  doomed. 
Natural  causes  will  work  its  speedy  decay. 
The  disintegrating  forces  within  itself 
will  destroy  it.  The  consciences,  the  im- 
pulses, the  yqvj  passions  of  mankind  con- 
spire against  it.  But  if  we  assail  it  in  such  a 
spirit  of  violence  and  venom  as  we  exhibit 
toward  the  vices  of  no  other  community  ; 
if  we  recklessly  change  the  jury  system, 
and  in  order  to  erase  this  one  blot  upon 
our  national  escutcheon  provide  for  a  vio- 
lation of  all  the  practices  md  usages  of 
republican  government ;  if  we  attack  it 
as  this  bill  proposes,  with  packed  juries 
backed  by  lines  of  bristling  steel,  we  shall 
consolidate  while  we  would  scatter  ;  we 
shall  unite  forces  which  we  would  dis- 
solve ;  we  shall  intensify  the  elements  We 
would  destroy ;  we  shall  vitalize  if  we 
shall  not  perpetuate  by  every  means  of 
officious  unjustifiable  persecution  tho 
tenets  we  would  expunge  or  wholly  de- 
stroy, unless,  indeed,  at  immense  cost  of 
life  and  money,  we  hurl  against  polygamy 
so  much  of  armed  force  as  to  exterminate 
those  who  practice  it.  Would  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  actuated  by  the  com- 
monest impulses  of  humanity,  susceptible 
to  ever  so  great  a  sentiment  of  charity  for 
the  weaknesses  of  his  kind,  feel  justified 
in  exterminating  a  fellow-man  because  he 
violates  and  defies  the  religion  of  his 
fathers  ?  Has  the  great  Author  fash- 
ioned all  men  of  like  perceptions  and  pos- 
sibilities ? 

I  call  the  attention  of  tho  patrons  of 
this  bill  to  the  fact  that  we  sit  here  and 
vote  money  and  protection  to  the  useless, 
brutal,  murderous  savage,  whose  highest 
instinct  is  bloodshed  and  plunder,  and 
whose  natural  infidelity  is  only  equaled 
by  his  imperviousness  to  the  influences  of 
mercy,  while  they  propose,  without  so 
much  as  a  scrap  of  endorsement  from  the 
people,  to  vote  away  their  resources  upon 
an  idea  which  reacts  only  up  n  itself,  and 
which  cannot  long  survive  under  the  glare 
of  this  reformatory  age. 

But,  sir,  if  we  deliberately  elect  to  pre- 
cipitate this  Mormon  war,  right  or  wrong, 
let  us  reckon  the  requirements.  We  must 
select  our  bravest  men  a;id  put  them  in 
the  front — men  who  will  fight  well  upon 
abstractions — men  who  will  fight  for  the 
lust  of  blood  ;  for  the  inspirations  of  pa- 
triotism, of  national  faith,  or  even  of  po- 
litical liberty,  are  all  wanting.  By  the 
half-hearted,  intermittent  method  upon 
which  we  kept  the  Seminoles  at  bay,  and 
are  failing  to  keep  the  Apaches  innocent 
of  Saxon  scalps,  we  shall  never  subjugate 


tho  Mormons,  but  may  rather  win  to 
them  recruits  and  adherents  from  all  parts 
of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  with  all  due  re- 
spect to  the  Committecon  the  Territories, 
is  as  inoperative,  as  ill-considered,  as 
worthless  for  all  practical  purposes  in  de- 
t-iil  as  it  is  generally  unwise,  and  prema- 
tura. I  proposo  to  scan  briefly  a  few  of 
its  provisions.  Section  three  provides 
that  there  shall  be  appointed  for  each 
judicial  district  of  the  Territory  a  deputy 
or  an  assistant  United  States  attorney. 
Section  four  makes  it  The  duty  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  United  States  to  at- 
tend in  person  or  by  deputy  all  the  dis- 
trict courts  in  the  Territory,  to  prosecute 
all  criminal  indictments  returned  to  said 
courts.  Section  twenty-five  takas  away 
the  present  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  or  county  courts,  and  gives  the 
United  State's  district  or  territorial  courts 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  find  on  an  examination 
of  the  statutes  that  the  salary  ofthe  United 
States  district  attorney  for  the  Territory 
of  Utah  is  $500  per  annum.  Where  can 
there  be  found  a,  lawyer  who  will  take 
such  a  position.  Where  can  there  be 
found  a,  competent  attorney  who  will 
agree  to  devote  all  his  time  to  practice  in 
these  courts,  and  pay  his  traveling  ex- 
penses, and  prosecute  all  criminal  cases 
for  $500  per  annum  and  a  doubtful 
amount  of  fees  ? 

These  sections  ofthe  bill  just  cited  evi- 
dence to  me  the  struggle  between  reform 
and  reduction  which  has  been  going  on 
in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories.  The  commit- 
tee wished  to  be  at  once  virtuous  and  eco- 
nomical. They  conjectured  the  House 
might  possibly  wink  at  a  public  scandal, 
but  would  certainly  glare  with  pitiless 
eye  upon  a  proposed  public  expenditure, 
and  so  with  that  same  touching  confi- 
dence and  devotion  which  inspired  those 
who  drop  money  into  the  box  for  the 
heathen,  feeling  that  their  duty  is  per- 
formed whether  the  heathen  ever  get  a 
cent  or  not,  tie  committee  provided  for 
district  attorneys  and  did  not  provide  any 
compensation  for  these  district  attorneys. 

If  no  gentleman  shall  be  found  willing 
to  prosecute  polygamists  without  pay,  and 
merely  for  the  comfort  and  joy  of  the 
transaction,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question  on  that  point. 

Mr.  FITCH.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  What  are  the  salaries 
paid  to  district  attorneys  in  the  Territories 
all  over  the  United  States?  Is  not  this 
salary  higher  than  usual? 


Mr.  FITCH.  I  understand  that  this 
office  is  one  mainly  of  fees. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  Is  not  this  higher  than 
usual ? 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  will  answer  the  gen- 
tleman if  ho  will  permit  me.  In  the 
States  tho  fees  amount  to  a  considerable; 
sum,  but  no  such  duties  are  imposed  upon 
United  States  district  attorneys  in  any 
other  part  of  tho  country  as  are  proposed 
to  be  imposed  by  this  bill,  which  obliges 
them  to  attend  to  all  criminal  prosecutions 
in  all  the  courts  of  tho  Territory.  The 
gentleman  will  observe  that  this  bill  takes 
away  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  every 
court  in  tho  Territory  except  the  United 
States  courts. 

Mr.  STKICKLAND.  Is  there  any 
Territory  where  the  probate  courts  have 
criminal  jurisdiction? 

Mr.  FITCH.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  have  juris- 
diction up  to  a  certain  degree.  I  believe 
in  all  tho  Territories  they  have  criminal 
jurisdiction  on  all  cases  of  misdemeanors, 
and  I  believe  in  a  certain  class  of  felonies. 
But  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
district  attorney  to  do  that  which  this  bill 
provides  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  Utah  most  do — namely,  to  prose- 
cute criminal  cases  in  the  United  States 
Territorial  district  courts  ;  that  duty  al- 
ways devolves  upon  local  district  attorneys 
eiectcd  by  the  people  and  paid  by  them. 

Now,  sir,  section  sevea  of  this  bill  pro- 
vides that  the  United  States  marshal  and 
clerk  of  the  United  States  court  shall  se- 
lect the  jury.  It  removes  this  delicate 
and  responsible  task  from  the  usual  arbi- 
trament of  chance.  It  takes  it  from  the 
judge  who  might  be  unwilling  to  pack  a 
jury,  even  to  convict  a  polygamist,  and 
places  in  the  hands  of  the  ministerial  and 
executive  officers  of  the  court  the  danger- 
ous and  responsible  power  of  selecting  a 
jury  to  pass  on  the  lives  and  the  liberty 
and  property  rights  of  the  people.  Why 
not  do  away  with  the  farce  of  a  jury  draft 
and  make  the  marshal  and  the  clerk  the 
jury  ?  The  result  would  be  the  same, 
and  the  process  less  troublesome  and  ex- 
pensive. 

1  doubt  very  much,  sir,  if  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  a  panel  of  thirty- 
nine  men  for  grand  and  petit"  jurors  can 
be  obtained  in  Utah  ?  Mormons  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  jury,  and  the  Gentiles 
are  not  numerous.  Section  ten  of  this 
bill  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  com- 
petent to  serve  either  as  grand  or  petit 
jurors  who  believes  in,  advocates,  or 
practices  bigamy,  concubinage,  or  polyga- 
my ;  and  upon  that  fact  appearing  by 
examination,  on  voir-dire  or  otherwise, 
such  person  shall  not  be  permitted  to  ■ 
serve  as  a  juror. 


Webster  defines  concubinage;  ijs  the 
act  or  practice  ameliorating  the  ascerbi- 
ties  of  bachelor  life  without  the  autho- 
rity of  law  or  legal  marriage.  These  are 
not  the  exact  words  of  Webster.  His 
definition  is  a  little  clearer,  but  I  prefer 
my  form  of  expression.  Gentlemen  who 
wish  to  be  entirely  accurate  can  hunt  up 
the  authority. 

Now,  I  doubt  if  thirty-nine  men  could 
be  found  in  Utah  able  to  take  such  an 
oath.  Of  course  in  the  Springfield  dis- 
trict of  Illinois  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a  jury  under  such 
restrictions,  though  I  fancy  they  would 
thin  the  panel  even  there.  But  Utah  is 
a  frontier  community  where  men  are  not 
subjected  to  wholesome  social  restraints, 
and  where,  in  this  particular,  at  least, 
they  are  measurably  destitute  of  a  shin- 
ing moral  example. 

Section  fourteen  of  this  act  places  po- 
lygamy and  concubinage  upon  a  par 
with  murder,  in  that  it  deprives  parties 
accused  of  these  offences  of  the  benefit 
of  the  statute  of  limitations.  Permit  me 
to  place  this  law  in  working  harness, 
that  we  may  mark  its  operations  and 
scan  its  harmonious  proportions.  A 
citizen  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  hitherto 
virtuous  and  respected,  takes  up  his 
march  across  desert  and  mountain  to 
wrard  the  golden  land,  and  tarrying  in 
the  vicinity  of  Salt  Lake  City,  falls  in 
with  an  emigrant  train,  and  being  de- 
coyed by  the  wiles  of  some  sun-bronzed 
and  languishing  Delilah,  departs  from 
the  path  of  rectitude.  Years  roll  by.  It 
is  a  wild  sally  of  his  youth,  perhaps  re- 
pented and  forgotten,  or,  it  may  be, 
forgotten  without  the  repentance.  But, 
behold !  after  all  these  years  complaint  is 
made  ;  a  requisition  issues  ;  he  is  taken 
before  a  jury  selected  \)y  a  most  respon- 
sible Salt  Lake  clerk  and  marshal,  con- 
victed of  concubinage,  and  the  next  we 
hear  of  him  he  is  at  hard  labor  in  a  mili- 
tary camp,  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to 
his  ankle,  suffering  the  compunctions  of 
an  outraged  conscience  aud  studying 
the  mysteries  of  that  peculiarly  impar- 
tial ethical  code  known  as  the  Cullom 
bill — a  bjll  whose  triumphs  will  be  seen 
on  the  deserted  site  where  once  flourished 
a  deluded  and  misguided  people. 

Section  nineteen  is  better  than  its  pre- 
decessor, for  it  compels  all  officers,  terri- 
torial or  local,  in  entering  upon  their 
duties  to  take  an  oath  that  they  will  not 
hereafter  practice  bigamy,  polygamy, 
or  concubinage.  Perhaps  if  such  a  law 
had  been  in  operation  fifteen  years  ago 
one  of  the  witnesses  upon  whose  musty 
testimony  the  committee  seem  to  have 
relied  would  not   have  remained  long 


enough  in  Utah  to  have  acquired  that 
information  on  the  Mormon  question  of 
which  he  seems  to  have  possessed  him- 
self.    I  allude  to  Judge  Drummond. 

The  receivers  to  be  appointed  under 
section  thirty  of  this  act,  who  are  to 
take  charge  of  the  property  of  con- 
victed polygamists  and  divide  its  pro- 
ceeds among  their  former  wives,  are 
the  only  official  persons  in  Utah  not 
required  to  take  this  vow  of  vir- 
tue. The  omission  is  significant,  to 
say  the  least.  Let  me  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  absurdity  of  this 
thirtieth  section.  It  proposes  to  confis- 
cate all  property  of  all  persons  convicted 
of  polygamy  for  the  benefit  of  their 
wives.  Why,  there  is  no  property  in 
Utah  save  that  which  depends  upon  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 
There  are  no  accumulations  of  wealth. 
There  is  no  coin  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent in  the  country.  Lands  and  flocks 
and  herds  compose  the  bulk  of  the  Mor- 
mon possessions.  Let  there  be  sixty 
days  of  war,  and  all  the  property  left  in 
Utah  would  not  sell  for  enough  to  fur- 
nish a  week's  subsistence  to  the  women 
in  Utah. 

Oh,  but  this  bill  proposes  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  appro- 
priate or  expend  the  sum  of  $100,000 
for  the  relief  of  the  forty  thousand  con- 
cubines to  be  taken  from  their  protec- 
tors— about  two  dollars  and  a  half  each  ! 
A  munificent  appropriation  !  Enough, 
with  economy,  to  give  them  about  three 
days'  rations  each  !  And,  sir,  what  will 
you  make  of  these  forty  thousand  women 
whom  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  take 
from  those  who  now  support  and  protect 
them  ?  What  position  will  they  occupy  V 
Which  of  you  will  open  your  doors  to 
them  or  invite  them  to  sit  by  your  fire- 
sides or  even  labor  in  your  kitchens  ? 
The  flimsy  barrier  that  protects  them 
from  the  very  depth  of  social  degrada- 
tion is  the  fact  they  are  wives  by  custom 
existing  in  Utah.  It  is  a  pitiable  posi- 
tion, but  it  is  better  than  that  of  their 
unhappy  sisters  whom  necessity  rather 
than  vice  has  driven  to  the  streets  of 
your  cities  and  the  wards  of  your  hos- 
pitals and  prisons.  Sir,  this  is  not  the 
place  to  discuss  that  social  evil  which 
keeps  pace  with  the  stately  steps  of  civi- 
lization, and  bears  aloft  its  putrescent 
glow  by  the  side  of  her  starlit  pathway  ; 
neither  is  it  the  time  to  legislate  for  that 
smaller  sflcial  evil  which  excites  our  at- 
tention because  it  is  the  only  vice  which 
stains  a  community  otherwise  most  vir- 
tuous, most  peaceful,  and  exemplary. 
Take  the  children  of  Utah  and  scatter 
them     hbmeless     and    hopeless    waifs 


through  the  arteries  of  your  great  cities  ; 
take  the  women  of  Utah  and  place  them 
in  the  splendid  dens  that  line,  t he  tho- 
roughfares of  Boston,  New  York,  Phi- 
ladelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Washington  ; 
take  the  men  of  "Utah,  return  them  to 
the  Atlantic  States,  and  make  them 
casual  customers  of  those  WnDm  they 
now  support  and  protect,  and  how  much 
will  Christianity  have  gained,  how  much 
will  society  have  heen  benefitted,  how 
much  will  the  honor  and  power  of  the 
nation  have  heen  vindicated  and 
strengthened? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  intend  that  my 
position  upon  this  matter  shall""he  mis- 
represented to  my  constituents  or  to  the 
country.  I  regard  polygamy  as  an  evil 
to  be  discouraged  and  a  violation  of  law 
which  should  he  if  possible  prevented. 
I  simply  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  means 
selected  to  achieve  that  result.  For  the 
coercion  and  misrepresentation  and 
fraud  with  which  the  Mormons  have 
sometimes  sought  to  carry  out  their  pur- 
poses there  will  come  a  day  of  reckoning 
and  repentance.  For  the  murderers  of 
Mountain  Meadow  the  God  of  justice 
holds  in  his  hand  some  terrible  retribu- 
tion.    But  because   of  crimes  some  of 


that  peoplc'may  have  committed  in  the 
past,  nor  yet  because  of  their  refusal  to 
obey  tlie  laws  we  have  made  for  them 
alone,  I  am  not  willing  to  plunge  head- 
long into  war.  If  there  be  those  upon 
this  floor  who  desire  to  confiscate  the 
property  of  these  outcasts,  who  consent 
to  give  their  men  to  the  sword  and  their 
women  to  the  bagnio,  and  who  are 
ready  to  meet  the  just  reproaches  of  a 
tax-burdened  and  humane  people,  they 
must  proceed  without  my  help.  I  am 
not  willing  to  look  upon  the  ruin  of  the 
great  road  which  forms  the  keystone  of 
the  arch  of  the  highway  ar<Tftnd  the 
world.  I  am  not  willing  to  destroy  the 
channel  through  which  my  people  hope 
to  receive  the  life-currents  of  empire.  I 
count  the  cost  and  I  count  the  result, 
and  I  am  not  willing  to  pay  the  price  of 
reaching  that  result.  I  will  not  vote  for 
this  bill  which  will  add  millions  to  the 
debt  and  thousands  to  the  muster-roll  of 
the  nation's  dead,  and  in  the  name  of  a 
people  who  have  burdens  enough  to 
bear  and  kindred  enough  to  mourn.  I 
protest  against  the  passage  of  this  most 
unwise  and  ill-considered  bill.  I  yield 
the  remainder  of  my  time  to  the  gentle- 
man from  California,  [Mr.  Sauokxt. ] 


Eemarks  of  Hon.  .A^.  J*±. 


Sargent. 


Mr.  SARGEXT.  Perhaps  after  the  able 
and  exhaustive  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Nevada  [Mr.  Fitch]  it  will  break  some- 
what upon  the  current  of  emotion  which 
pervades  the  House  for  me  to  attempt  in 
leas  eloquent  phrase  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  speak,  as 
does  the  gentleman  from  Nevada,  witli  all 
the  more  earnestness  upon  this  subject 
in  that  1  verily  believe  that  if  this  hill 
shall  pass  Congress  ami  be  enforced  the  re- 
sult of  it  must,  lie,  most  deleterious  to  my 
own  people.  1  can  see  in  the  near  future, 
with  this  bill  u lion  our  st at  ut  e-book  and  en- 
forced by  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men, 
that  we  shall  again  be  isolated  from  the 
ready  communication  which  the  liberality 
of  Congress  has  furnished  to  us  by  means  of 
the  Pacific  railroad,  and  the  new  tides  of 
business  that  are  now  pouring  through  this 
great  channel  will  be  damned  up  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  first  movement  of  the  Mormons, 
when  they  shall  believe  that  w*  are  in 
earnest  by  an  attaek  like  this,  will  Be  to  tear 
ipi  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  l'aeitiorailroad 
and  to  destroy  all  the  property  upon  it 
within  their  reach.  And  their  next  step,  in 
emulation  perhaps  of  the  act  of  winch  they 
are  alleged  to  be  guilty  in  the  Mountain 
Meadow  massacre,  will  be  to  let  loose  upon 
the  people  of  plains  and  the  front irr  settle- 
ments the  wild  savages,  which  Scarcely 
need  their  incitement  to  briny  war  upon  our 
borders. 

If  gentlemen  believe  that,  although  ihe 
number  of  this  people  may  be  siflall,  less 
than  two  hundred  thousand,  they  >vill  not 
defend  themselves  by  all  the  meanj^in their 


power,  they  certainly  have  naid  no  regard 
to  the  lessons  of  history.  If  they  do  not 
know  that  a  people  actuated  by  strong  !■•■- 
ligious  impulses  are  the  most  desperate  in 
defense  Of  that  which  they  consider  their 
rights,  their  religious  beliefs  and  practice  -. 
t  bey  .are  likely  to  have  a  rude  lesson  from 
the  operation  of  this  bill. 

History  is  full  of  examples,  which  1  might 
quote  if  l  had  rime,  of  communities,  fanati- 
cal it  may  be,  but  the  more  dangerous  be- 
es use  Fanatical,  who  have  fought  to  the  last 
extremity,  who  have  seen  their  homes  des- 
olated, their  men  cut  down  in  battle,  their 
people  perish  by  privation,  in  order  to  de- 
fend themselves  in  the  right  to  exercise 
their  religious  belief,  no  matter  how  grotes- 
que that  might  lie  or  how  different  from  the 
ordinary  current  of  men's  ideas.  Jugger- 
naut has  his  martyrs  as  wellasChrist.  The 
Thug  dies  with  the  same  complacent  hope 
of  heaven  as  the  Christian,  and  lights  as 
desperately  for  his  faith. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  CTlt.om] 
saiil  the  other  day,  in  bringing  forward  this 
bill, that  the  committee  had  thousands  of 
letters  predicting  that  this  bill  would  lead 
to  a  war  if  enacted  into  a  law.  Did  not  the 
gentleman  believe  those  representations? 
Hid  not  they  have  tin  effect  upon  th«  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Territories'  Hoes  he  believe 
that  these  men,  following  a  leader  which  lie 
says  they  revere  as  Christ  upon  earth,  as  a 
revelator,  priest,  and  king,  these  people 
who  look  upon  this  not  as  a- mere  question 
of  policy,  but  of  religious  right  aiH  prac- 
tice—does he  believe  that  they  will  not  rise 
up  in  order  to  oppose  the  Government  in 
its  effort  to  put  down  this  institution  iu 
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thoir  midst)  and  defend  themselves  in  that 
which  th«y  believe  to  be  their  right?  If 
that  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  and  of 
this  House,  then  there  is  a  fearful  mistake, 

and  it  is  from  the  fear  which  1  have  tliatt  his 
mistake  mav  be  committed  that  1  beg  the 
House,  in  ihe  name  of  my  constituents, 
to  pause  and  consider  well  before  we  a  re  thus 
brought  to  the  brink  of  this  great  danger. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for 
this  bid.  Afe  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
me  [Mr.  Fitch]  his  said,  I  think  that  the 
(dements  or  disintegration  are  already  at 
work  in  Mormon  society.  During  the  last 
long  recess  of  Congress  1  visited  Salt  Lake 
City  as  a  part  of  the  recreation  of  that  period . 
Wlii:e  there  1  conversed  with  Mormons, 
and  with  Gentiles.  1  found  the  prevailing 
opinion  tote  that  upon  the  single  thread  of 
the  life  of  Imghani  Young  depends  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Mormon  community  as  now 
organized,  atleast  the  continuance'  of  polyg- 
amy. It  was  said  there  confidently  by  Gen- 
tile's, and  not  denied  by  but  rather  admitted 
among  the  Mormons  to  me,  that  there  was 
a  growing  Ylistate  among  the  Mormon 
women  against  polygamy.  It  was  said  that 
the  daughters  of  Brigham'  Young  themselves 
refused  to  marry  Mormons,  and  sought 
every  opportunity  to  cultivate  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Uentile  young  men  there,  and  pre- 
ferred them  in  marriage,  however  much  it 
might  be  against  the  opinion  of  their  father. 
The  continuance  of  polygamy  defends 
largely  on  the  consent  of  tliu  women  there. 
Again,  we  have  seen  a  little  cloud,  per- 
haps no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  in  the  way 
of  aschism  which  i<  growingup  in  Utah  .As 
the  gentleman  who  preceded  me  has  said,  if 
we  oppose  them  by  war  we  unite  them  in 
the  most,  desperate  contest;  we  arm  them 
with  implacable  vengeance  against  us,  and 
all  traces  of  a  schismatic  division  will  cease. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Cullom] 
says,  and  very  properly,  that  the  Mormon 
community  is  made  up  largely  of  foreign- 
'  ers,  of  men  who  have  not  been  educated  to 
our  ideas,  and  who  have  not  our  attachment 
to  our  Government  and  to  our  institutions, 
who,  on  account  of  some  measures  which 
we  h*ve  passed*,  already  look  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  its  their  ene- 
my. How  much  will  it  take  to  inflame  these 
people  and  unite  them  in  war  against  us? 
But  let  me  tell  gentlemen  that  the  theater 
of  that  war  is  distant,  notwithstanding  the 
Pacific  Uailroad  is  running  by  their  doors; 
and  it  will  be  more  distant  still  when,  after 
the  war  has  commenced,  these  people  shall 
have  broken  up  the  great  Pacific  railroad 
and  made  the  transportation  of  troops  and 
-.applies  difficult  and  expensive.  Untold 
millions  of  treasure  will  be  swallowed  in 
the  pit  of  war  that  is  opened  before  us.  AVe 
need  to  be  patient  in  the  treatment  of  this 
great  evil,  infamous  and  detestable  as  it  is. 
Time,  intercourse  with  the  outside  world, 


the  influx  of  our  own  citizens  for  Ihe  pur- 
poses of  i  raile,  &e.,  into  Utah,  are  all  that  is 
necessary  in  order  to  solve  tiiis  question. 

During  thejlast  year  or  so  Brigham  Young, 
as  a  part  of  the  policy  of  his  church,  and  in 
order  to  consolidate  his  power,  inaugurated 
what  were  called  co-operative  associations  ; 
and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  every  Mormon 
to  trade  wit}"!  those  associotions  tinder  pen- 
alty of  excAfcmunieation.  Policemen  were 
stationed  iiKhe  doors  of  Gentile  establish- 
ments in:  v|^Ber  to  ascertain  what  Mormon 
dared  TotwMi with  Gentiles  instead  of  these 
i>  >riat  ionM  but  the  result  was  an  entire 
failure.  TjflfMormons  looked  upon  this  as 
an  attempJ^faoppressthem.  They  bad  suf- 
ficient senWof  their  rights  as  citizens  t<- 
resist  this  smempt.  These,  co-operative  as- 
sociations failed.  The  Gentile  merchants 
could  afford  to  sell  moro  cheaply  on  account 
of  their  laJjer  capital  or  their  facilities  of 
intercourse  with  merchants  in  the  AVest. 
From  these  causes  that  attempt  of  Brigham 
Young  proved  simply  a  nail  driven  into  the 
coffin  of  Morinonism;  and  these  nails  are 
being  driven  every  day.  The  presence  of 
the  miners  in  the  neighborhood, thfe  influx 
of  strangers  by  means  of  thq  Pacific  railroad, 
the  publication  of  an  Opposition  paper 
there,  the  facility  with  which  books  and 
pamphlets  sire  sent  there,  the  fact  that 
preachers  of  any  denomination  are  allowed 
to  express  their  views, even  in  the  Taberna- 
cle, and  to  talk  against  polygamy,  the  fact 
that  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
standing  recently  on  the  piazza  of  the  hotel 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  before  an  immense  andi- 
ience  of  Mormons,  proved  out  of  the  book 
of  Mormon  i'self  that  polygamy  is  a  crime 
and  was  forbidden  as  such  in  the  earlier  and 
purer  days  of  the  church— I  say  all  these 
facts  go  to  show  that  there  is  hope  for  the 
Mormon  community,  and  that  we  need  not 
plunge  the  nation  into  war  in  order  to  do 
away  with  this  nefarious  systsm. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  one  feature  in  this  bill 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Nevada  [Mr. 
Fitch  J  has  not  referred,  and  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  in  the 
minute  left  me.  By  one  section  of  this  bill 
the  new-born  right"  of  the  Mormon  women 
to  exercise  the  suffrage— -which  must  be  be- 
lieved by  members  of  this  House,  and  is 
certainly  by  many  intelligent  men,  to  be  the 
very  means  of  disintegrating  this  polyga- 
mous system— is  taken  away  from  them. 
The  Mormon  Legislature  conferred  that 
right ;  but  now  comes  the  Committee  on 
Territories  and  says  that  Mormon  women 
shall  not  have  the  privilege  of  voting  at  the 
polls,  By  this  bill  the  power  of  voting  is 
confined  to  males,  l  say  let  us  try  the  ex- 
periment there  ;  let  us  give  an  opportunity 
to  these  women,  at  any  moment  they  may 
desire,  to  to  throw  off  this  system  and  to 
so  control  the  election  of  officers  as  to  ac- 
complish that  result. 


Cunningham  &  Mcintosh,  Printers. 
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